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along the Ganges valley and is greatest in the deltaic region.
In the case of the Dhobis the Ganges valley registers a decrease
in the percentage of those engaged in their traditional occupa-
tion until in the deltaic region there seems to be an upward
tendency. Though the importance of traditional occupations is
tending to decline on the whole, in the case of a few castes like
the Bhangis and the Dhobis the proportion of people still en-
gaged in their traditional callings is high.

2.    The economic  condition of the artisans and village
servants tends to deteriorate as we move eastwards from the
Punjab though those living in the deltaic region are slightly
better off than those who live in the middle Ganges valley.

3.    In the same province, the economic condition of these
people tends to approximate to that of unskilled labourers.
Those living in the villages tend to gravitate towards the level
of the field labourers and those in towns towards that of the
unskilled town labourers.    *

4.   It is only those who are either highly skilled or have a
sufficient number of good jajmans who are better off than the
casual labourers.

5.    Generally speaking, in the same province the Dhobis
are better off than the Chamars.

6.    The economic condition of a caste is usually better
when it depends on two or more occupations, or when it has
captured the trade in an article in addition to its manufacture.

7.    Some of the caste occupations like weaving of less
* specialized cloth have become uneconomic.   Instead of being

the principal means of livelihood they are coming to be follow-
ed more and more as subsidiary occupations. As subsidiary
means, caste occupations often serve as a sort of insurance
against unemployment, i.e., a supplementary source of income.

8.    Defective marketing   organization not only deprives
these people of a considerable share of their profit but also
retards introduction of improved processes of manufacture.